
 

 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

6/21/17 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

ABSENT:  H. Anderson 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   Elm Terrace:  Charles Macy was present. 

Mr. Macy reminded the Board that he had wanted to set up a surety account with the Town at the 

last meeting, but had not done so as yet.  He stated that since that time he has put down the 

gravel base and the roadway binder coat.  Mr. Macy stated that he was hoping the Board would 

consider a reduced amount of surety.  He stated that he had combined the estimate from Mr. 

Koska and the remaining work to be completed for a total of $38,900 to finish everything. He 

stated that he had paid the $2500 retainer fee to Mr. Koska and presented a copy of the check. 

 

A brief discussion was held on how much it would cost to finish the project if Mr. Macy couldn’t 

for any reason.  The Board was in agreement that if they had to finish it, it would most likely cost 

the Town more than Mr. Macy's estimate.   

 

A Motion (GS) was made to set the new surety amount at sixty thousand ($60,000) dollars.  

Second (AK).  Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present.   A memo will be sent to 

Treasurer Collector, John Duggan, with the revised amount. 

 

Mr. Macy presented a Form J Lot Release for the Board’s assistance and review.  He stated that 

he would like both lots released as was discussed at the last meeting.  

 

A Motion (GS) was made to sign the Form J Release Form but to hold it until they have 

confirmation from Mr. Duggan that the surety account has been set up.  Second (AK). 

Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present.   

 

2.  Pearl Road: 
Mr. Stetson reported that he had visited the above site and “Dig Safe” had marked up the 

roadway so the repairs to the drainage system can be done.  He noted that about half (½) of the 

basins have been repaired, but did not see that anything else had been done since their last 

meeting with Mr. Fox.   

 

Mr. Hurley reported that he had received correspondence from Larry Silva, of Silver Engineering 

Associates, regarding the problems at the above subdivision.  Mr. Silva reported that he met with 

Eric Watson and Bob Fox to review the punch list to complete the project.  Mr. Watson and 

Mr. Fox reached agreement on the items and who was financially responsible for the work to 

be done.  He noted that the physical work will be completed by Mr. Watson with the exception 

of some of the utility items that may need to be corrected by Comcast or National Grid. 

          

As for the items listed that were to be done by SEA or resolved by them, he offered the 

following: 
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a. Access Road:  Mr. Watson will complete the gravel access road to Spring Street except that 

they will connect to the gravel pathway that is within the open space north of the Spadea lot.  

This will require some clearing and a slightly curved alignment to accomplish the work.  No 

breakaway gate is planned but the gravel will be wider near Pearl Road where the mailboxes are 

located, 

 

b. The back wall to the septic hill will be adjusted to remove the current encroachment, 

 

c. The area at station 17+16 to 17+86 will be rip rapped and a wooden guardrail installed at the 

back of sidewalk. This would be in lieu of a retaining wall, 

 

d. At House 21, a railroad spike is proposed instead of a bound. This would be less disruptive but 

still provide a permanent marker, 

 

e. Sidewalk pavement on the east side of the road (houses 16-18) will be repaved. The thickness 

in this section is barely an inch (1”) thick, 

 

f. The drain issues at House 21 will be remedied by connecting into the back of the catch basin. 

Flow along the electrical trench will be addressed here to take care of the problem at House 24, 

 

g. The sewer terminus water issue will be addressed by a relief drain at the end of the trench, 

 

h. All other items identified including gate valves, loam and seed, and missing curbing will be 

completed.  Several items listed are the responsibility of the owners of Houses 22 & 23. 

 

Mr. Silva noted that each item on the list will be addressed within the next two to three (2-3) 

weeks. The manhole cover reveal problems have already been resolved using infrared methods. 

Ten locations were done.  Mr. Silva also noted that he may not make the meeting on the 21st as 

he has family coming to town for his weekend wedding. 

 

Mr. Hurley responded as follows: 

 

a. Access Road:  I'm not sure what you meant by this. We are looking for a connection with 

Spring Street and the area between Spring Street and Pearl Road cleaned up. Does this include 

loam and seed plus the area in front of the septic? Perhaps you could send a sketch showing 

what you are proposing, 

 

b. Removing the encroachment into Spring Street is fine. Will there be a retaining wall 

required? 

 

c. The area at station 17+16 to 17+86: Your design called for a retaining wall. If rip rap and a 

guardrail will suffice why didn't you design it that way for the approved subdivision plans in 

the first place? Is there a 3:1 slope as required by the Planning Board regulations? 
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How will the Homeowners Association maintain this area? Will the rip rap be outside of the 

street right of way?  I think we have some serious concerns that should be brought before the 

Planning Board, 

 

d. At house 21:  I would rather see a concrete bound instead of a rail road spike. We can 

discuss this, 

 

e. Sidewalk repair:  The other areas should also be inspected so that you can say that they were 

constructed per your plans, 

 

f. The drain at House 21: This is as we agreed a couple of years ago, 

 

g. The sewer terminus water issue: Is this something that you will be designing? Will it 

require any monitoring or maintenance? 

 

h. The Planning Board site inspection also had the following concerns. House 24: Do you have 

any idea why the water is leaching from the electric transformer and how to fix it? Do the 

catch basin grates meet specifications required on your plans? 

 

i. Your excuse for not attending our meeting is accepted. On behalf of the Board, I congratulate 

you on your upcoming wedding. 

 

The Board further discussed the proposed retaining wall and encroachment on Spring Street.  Mr. 

Hurley noted that if they were going to slope it towards Spring Street, they would need to have 

fifteen (15’) feet from the top of the system to start with.  Mr. Kinahan questioned whether it had 

been designed right.  He noted that the slope is much greater than three to one (3-1). Mr. Noyes 

stated that if it was designed right, there would be no encroachment.  Mr. Hurley stated that it 

definitely encroaches and needs to be addressed.  He also noted that the plan for the riprap would 

not be necessary if it was designed right the first time.  The Board was in agreement that this is a 

serious concern and that any remedy should be brought before them. 

 

Mr. Stetson questioned the concrete bounds and sidewalk repairs.  He asked if the bound needed 

to be in the center of a driveway.  He stated that he had seen twelve (12”) inch holes in some 

areas.  He stated that they had brought in a three (3) wheel auger to do the bounds.  He also 

stated that his daughter’s driveway has a nail now, but that the bound would probably break up 

the paving over time. 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that there were sewer and water issues as well.  He questioned whether there is 

a maintenance plan and/or monitoring plan in place.  He also noted that in front of house #24, 

there is water leaching into the transformer from somewhere.  He stated that they would have to 

cut off the source of the leak.  

 

Mr. Hurley also noted that he accepted Mr. Silva’s excuse for not attending tonight’s meeting 

and wished him a happy wedding and happy marriage.  Board members agreed that he has 

earned some happiness and wished him well.   
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Mr. Hurley reported that Mr. Fox sent him an email requesting that he be taken off the agenda 

for tonight’s meeting.  He stated that Mr. Fox will not be back before the Board on the Farm 

until everything has been completed on Pearl Road.  Mr. Hurley noted that they now have a 

“handle of things” and the Board has certainly got their attention.  

 

3.   Bresciani Estates: Joseph Correia was present. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING continuation 8:00 p.m. 
 

Mr. Correia was here to request the street acceptance for Bresciani Lane and for the release of 

the remaining twenty thousand ($20,000) dollars in surety being held by the Town.  He stated 

that he had made the repairs as requested by the property homeowners.  He stated that he had put 

in a drywell to take care of the excessive drainage problems and re-graded the areas of concern.  

He stated that he had to hand-dig the hole because it was only six (6”) inches away from the gas 

line.  He stated that everything had been completed to the Board's specifications.  Mr. Hurley 

stated that the grass is “really green now.” Mr. Correia stated that he would have been out there 

on his hands and knees reseeding it if he had to.  Mr. Correia also apologized to the Board for his 

behavior at the last meeting.  He stated that he was upset that he had paid his contractors a lot of 

money to do the development right, was not happy with the results and angry for them putting 

him in a bad situation. 

 

Mr. Hurley stated that the Board would not be able to record the street acceptance and as-built 

plans until it has been accepted at a Town Meeting.  He stated that they missed the annual Town 

Meeting but that it appears a Special Town Meeting will be held soon and the Board will get it 

on the warrant.  He stated that he had contacted Town Counsel, David Gay, to find out how 

much of the surety amount the Board should retain to cover the cost of recording the plans.  It 

was also noted for the record that Mr. Correia had paid the invoice for the public hearing ads and 

postage. 

   

A Motion (GS) was made to accept the Bresciani Estates Subdivision and to release the 

remaining surety of twenty thousand ($20,000) dollars being held by the town except for five 

hundred ($500) dollars to cover the cost of the recording fees.  Second (AK).   

Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present.  Notice will be sent to Treasurer/Collector, 

John Duggan, with the Board's decision. 

 

Mr. Correia was advised that once the roadway has been accepted and the plans recorded, any 

surplus money would be refunded to him.  Mr. Corriea suggested that he could now take down 

the private way signs. The Board advised him that he must leave the signs up until the Town 

officially accepts the roadway. 

   

4.  Lamp Post Estates:  

Public Hearing continuation 8:00 p.m. 

 

The Board received a request from Pilling Engineering to continue the public hearing for Lamp 

Post Estates until the next meeting on July 19, 2017.   
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A Motion (AK) was made to continue the public hearing until the next meeting on July 19, 2017 

at 8:00 p.m.  Second (GS).  Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present.  

A copy of the request was forwarded to the Town Clerk for the record. 

 

5.    Luke Estates: 

Public Hearing continuation 8:00 p.m. 

 

The Board received a request from Pilling Engineering to continue the public hearing for Luke 

Estates until the next meeting on July 19, 2017. 

 

A Motion (AK) was made to continue the public hearing until the next meeting on July 19, 2017 

at 8:00 p.m.  Second (GS).  Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 

A copy of the request was forwarded to the Town Clerk for the record. 

 

6.   Spring Commons: 
Mr. Stetson questioned whether there has been any activity with the above subdivision.  Mr. 

Hurley reminded him that this subdivision was approved, but that proponents had not brought in 

the revised plans for signatures nor picked up the Form C decision.  Mr. Stetson stated that the 

Board should consider setting a high surety amount since it will be very expensive for the 

proponents to do the roadway construction.  Mr. Stetson also questioned how much time they 

have to begin construction.  Mr. Hurley stated that they would have six (6) months from the date 

of the endorsement.  It was noted that the longer they wait to submit the plans for signatures, the 

longer they will have to begin.    

 

7.   B.C. Way: 
The Board received a “notification of hearings” memo for B.C. Way Realty, LLC regarding the 

future release of the roadway surety. Mr. Hurley reported that he had a conversation with 

Attorney, Richard Gallagher, who noted that there are two (2) outstanding Order of Conditions 

recorded at the Registry of Deeds for this site. Attorney Gallagher noted that his concern is that 

the LLC does not obtain Certificate of Compliances for the above subdivision before the release 

of the forty five thousand ($45,000) dollars in surety.  He asked that the property owners on B.C. 

Way and their attorneys be notified prior to any scheduled hearings.  He stated that his hope is 

that the Board, in conjunction with the Conservation Commission, requires that they obtain and 

record the Compliance Certificates as a condition of the surety release.  Mr. Hurley placed the 

letter on file to be reviewed once the time for the subdivision release is pending.   

 

8.   Meadow Woods: 
Mr. Hurley reported that proponents of the Brockton subdivision have cleared the area of brush 

and trees for the proposed roadway.  Mr. Stetson stated that when he went by they were 

installing the water line.  He noted that they had originally left a lot of trees, but now it was 

totally cleared.  Mr. Hurley stated that it appears that they have put down the gravel base for the 

road.  He wondered if they had received all of their approvals from Brockton.   Mr. Stetson 

stated that it was strange for them to be installing a water line when approval from West 

Bridgewater could be indefinite from this Board.  Mr. Hurley reminded the Board that they 

would need something in writing from Brockton that this has been approved before they would  
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even begin to review it.  He stated that the Board should solicit an opinion from Town Counsel 

on whether the proposed roadway is a valid access to West Bridgewater.  Mr. Stetson questioned 

whether the opinion of the Fire Chief would hold some weight as to whether it was approved due 

to the fact that emergency vehicles would have to go through Brockton in order to get to this 

subdivision.  Mr. Hurley reminded Mr. Stetson that there are several developments that are 

accessed through surrounding towns;  Snell’s Way and Turnpike Street from Easton and 

Bresciani Lane in Bridgewater, just to name a few.  He stated that he didn’t think this would be a 

valid reason to deny a development and it would probably not stand up to a challenge. It was also 

noted that the Brockton Planning Board has not approved this project, and that proponents had 

cancelled the last three meetings with them.  It was also noted that it was reported that there are 

over three hundred (300) residents in this area that are opposed to this development.   

 

9.   750 West Center Street: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he had received several calls and an email from Kevin Hoag of 

CommTank regarding storage tank installation at the Shaw's property at the above address. Mr. 

Hoag, president of the company, stated that Shaw’s is under a Mass DEP deadline to remedy a 

situation with their six thousand (6,000) gallon underground storage tank. Their solution is to 

have a different contractor remove that tank and then have CommTank install a smaller five 

thousand (5,000) gallon above ground storage tank right next to the building.  Mr. Hoag stated 

that the installation project has been stopped pending a town meeting.  He noted that he was 

looking for some guidance on how to proceed. 

 

Mr. Hurley responded that the area falls within the Water Resource Protection District and 

proponents will be required to obtain a special permit under Section 4.6 and 7.5 of the zoning 

bylaws. He noted that the Special Permit is needed for the proposed activity (the storage of 

petroleum) and a Site Plan review for the alteration.  Proponents responded that they will obtain 

a copy of the bylaws and review the requirements and procedure. 

 

10.   754 West Center Street: 

The Board received a copy of the as-built plan for the new Barrett’s Ale House located at the 

above address.  Mr. Hurley decided to take it with him so that he can review it in more detail on 

behalf of the Board.   

 

11.   45 River Street: 
The Board received a request from the ZBA to review a proposal for a kayak rental business at 

the above address.  Also, the Board received a notice from the Building Inspector regarding his 

denial of the proposed kayak rental business.  The site plan/special permit request from Erik 

Diedrichsen was denied because it is in the Center of Town district and will need a site plan and 

special permit under Section 7.2 of the zoning bylaw from the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Mr. 

Hurley questioned where renters would park.  Mr. Stetson suggested that they could park at the 

Town Park and walk down the street to the rental place. After a brief discussion, the Board 

agreed that they have no concerns or issues with this proposal.  The plan was placed on file. 

 

12.   1 Progressive Extension: 
The Board received a call from East Bridgewater Postmaster, Deborah Butler, stating that the 

above named subdivision would not be allowed as a street name due to the fact that there is  
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already a 1 Progressive Avenue and that it would be too confusing to the mail carrier to make 

sure each property received the correct mail delivery.  It was noted that there was a suggestion 

that the name be changed to 1 Progressive AVENUE Extension, but she dismissed that as an 

even worse choice (This is the name that the Assessor wants to use).  It was noted that Fire 

Chief, Len Hunt, assigns the house numbers only and not the street names, so it would be up to 

the Planning Board to decide how to handle it to have the name changed. It was also noted that 

the town already has a Sunset Avenue Extension, Kenneth Street Extension, etc. so it was 

unclear why the Progressive one would not be allowed.  Mr. Hurley stated that it was because an 

“extension” should only be used at the end of a road, and this one was not. 

 

The Board agreed to contact the Postmaster at the East Bridgewater Post Office and suggest that 

she contact either the property owner or the engineer for the project to request that the roadway 

name be changed.  The Board will provide the Postmaster with the contact information.  

 

13.    Meadow Spring: 
Mr. Hurley reported that Attorney, Robert Pellegrini, is now representing owner/developer, 

James Donato, regarding the above subdivision.  He had requested copies of the last letter sent to 

Mr. Donato, and the amount of the surety being held by the Town.  It was noted that the Mylar 

plans and deed descriptions had errors on the distances and would have to be corrected and re-

submitted. It was reported that the last letter was sent in April of 2016 and they have not heard 

from Mr. Donato since.  Mr. Hurley will forward this information to the attorney. 

 

14.  175 East Center Street: 
Mr. Hurley reported that they had received an as-built plan of the tight tank for the C&C Reading 

Farm.  It was noted that construction of the new farm stand was recently completed and was 

much larger than the one at the owner’s previous farm.  Mr. Hurley reported that Building 

Inspector, Mike White, is now requiring as-built plans for all commercial enterprises.  The Board 

was in agreement that this was a very good policy and one they fully supported. 

 

15.    July 4th Meeting: 

Mr. Hurley reminded the Board that they had agreed to cancel the meeting on July 5 due to its 

close proximity to the July 4th holiday. It was noted that historically no one attends during the 

holiday week.  The next scheduled meeting will be held on July 19, 2017. 

 

16.   Retirement: 
Mr. Hurley reported to the Board that their Engineer, Nicholas Lanney, has decided to retire at 

the end of this year.  Mr. Lanney noted that he would complete the review of Lamp Post Lane 

and Luke Estates and monitor the Spring Commons subdivision before leaving.  Board members 

were in agreement that they would miss Mr. Lanney's assistance and professional work ethic.  

Mr. Noyes noted that Mr. Lanney was well versed in wetland and water issues which really 

helped the Board. 

  

Mr. Hurley suggested that since they have six (6) months before Mr. Lanney leaves, the Board 

members begin thinking about who would be a good replacement.  Several names were 

suggested and dismissed.  The Board was in agreement that whomever they hire it should not be 

an engineer that is active in the Town so as to avoid any possible conflicts of interest. 
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17.   MAIL: 

Raynham ZBA notice of decision, re: comprehensive permit, 244 North Main Street, approved. 

Raynham ZBA notice of decision, re: special permit, 147 Broadway, approved w/conditions.  

W. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 6/27/16, re: variance, 320 W. Center Street. 

W. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 6/27/17, re: variance, 674 W. Center Street. 

Division of Local Services IGR, re: Special Revolving funds for performance surety deposits. 

 

18.   A Motion (AK) was made to pay the Town Bookbindery $118.00 for binding the 2016  

        meeting minutes.   Second (GS).  Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 

        

19.   A Motion (AK) was made to pay the secretary payroll for the period ending 6/20/17.    

        Second (JN).  Vote:  Unanimous of the four (4) members present.   

 

It was noted that there will be one more payroll before the end of the fiscal year (June 30th) 

even though there will be no meeting until July 19th.   

 

      A Motion (GS) was made to authorize Mr. Hurley to sign the final payroll for the fiscal year   

      on behalf of the Board.  Second (AK).  Vote: Unanimous of the four (4) members present. 

   

20.   The minutes of 6/7/17 were accepted and filed. 

  

21.   The meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


